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From the Editor 
We are confident that our readers enjoyed Harold 
Nigh's earlier accounts of his visit to a monastery in 
Yugoslavia, and the family's Christmas in Crete. In the 
lead article of this issue he takes us on a desert journey to 
Mount Sinai. More important, this trip becomes a 
parable of Christian life and doctrine — the need to 
experience Sinai if Calvary is to be really significant. 
As the footnote to the article "Leading a Questionable 
Life" indicates the editor covered the Mennonite 
Disaster Service All-Unit Meeting for the constituent 
papers. Raymond Hess, Souderton congregation, is our 
denominational representative on the Mennonite 
Disaster Service Section (Board). He was active in the 
ministry to the Agnes disaster areas — especially Wilkes 
Barre. 
All our congregations should have an organized 
relationship to the MDS program in their areas. This 
consists initially and essentially of designating one man 
of the congregation as the contact man whom the unit 
(area) director can reach in case of need. Anyone desiring 
more information should contact 
Raymond Hess 
334 Fairview Ave. 
Souderton, Pa. 18964 
We feature on the Pulpit and Pew page occasionally 
creative ideas that may spur our imagination to do 
something creative in our own setting. The article 
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"Ministry to the Unseen" is such an article. It has added 
interest since the pastor and wife involved have their 
roots in the Brethren in Christ Church. 
The editor found the short article by Charles Musser 
entitled "Impressions" of particular interest because it 
relates what a disaster—like an earthquake—does to 
a person himself in contrast to what it does to things. 
You will find it on the back cover. 
CONGREGATIONAL BUILDING 
from page three 
ship to each other, their neighbors and their enemies. 
One could go on and point out other teachings of 
Scripture and doctrines of the Christian church which the 
Brethren in Christ accent a little differently than does the 
church down the street. This does not mean that other 
churches do not have the Good News. What it does mean 
is that the News we have heard seems to us to be just a 
little more authentic and for that reason just a little better 
News. 
So we believe and so we preach. Z 
(To be continued) 
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Editorial 
Thoughts on Congregational Building 
S ELDOM is a Brethren in Christ Church the only church in a community. Of the others in the area there 
are usually one or more which are evangelical in doctrine 
and practice. What justification is there, then, for a 
Brethren in Christ witness in such a setting or what is the 
justification for bringing to such a setting a Brethren in 
Christ witness? 
The counterpart to that question is: What are the 
reasons the residents of a community should identify with 
a Brethren in Christ congregation if it has been or is to be 
established in the area? 
The answer to the first question may be the easier of 
the two. There are not many communities where every 
home is adequately ministered to and where there exists 
no opportunity for another Christian witness. There may 
be communities which are "over-churched" but this is no 
guarantee that they are "over-pastored" or "over-
evangelized." If the Brethren in Christ are committed to 
an adequate ministry they have as much justification to 
be there as any other group. 
Having suggested that the Brethren in Christ take a 
positive rather than an apologetic approach to its 
mission it should be added that communities do vary in 
their need of a Christian witness. A church should invest 
its resources of personnel and finances where they are the 
most needed and hopefully the most productive. An 
empty church or a donated lot or the presence of a 
Brethren in Christ family is of itself an inadequate reason 
to begin a Brethren in Christ witness at that location. 
The more searching question is: "Why should one who 
is a resident of a community in which a Brethren in 
Christ witness exists, or a resident of one to which a 
witness has come, identify with that congregation?" 
Those of us within the fellowship could, no doubt, offer 
reasons for his identifying with this group. But this 
hypothetical person may know nothing about the de-
nomination called "Brethren in Christ." 
He may say, "The Presbyterians I know and the 
Methodists, and I have heard of the Nazarenes, but the 
Brethren in Christ—who are they?" If you were in his 
situation and were in need of spiritual help or seeking 
some religious identity would you turn to the unfamiliar 
or the familiar? 
But this individual's curiosity needs to be satisfied and 
he begins to inquire about this new group, "The Brethren 
in Christ." What he learns is the way we usually 
distinguish the different protestant groups — that is, by 
their differences from, rather than their similarities to, 
the better-known denominations. And what he hears may 
well be a caricature rather than a balanced statement of 
the doctrines and practices of this church new in the 
community, at least new to him. 
This combination of a lack of familiarity and of partial 
knowledge is hardly an ideal image to promote a 
congregation. It may appeal to the curious or to those 
who have played musical chairs with the churches of the 
area but the average citizen will prefer a church which he 
knows better; one where his friends and neighbors attend; 
or even where membership perhaps carries some prestige. 
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After such a negative introduction there are those of 
my readers who may well suggest merger or encourage 
the church to consolidate in established areas and 
minister through a mission type of service rather than 
one dedicated to congregational building. This need not, 
however, be the conclusion of the matter. What is 
evident, I believe, is that congregational building, es-
pecially in new areas, has its own unique problems for the 
Brethren in Christ in contrast to other better-known 
denominations. How does a pastor in a new community 
bridge the credibility gap between the name "Brethren in 
Christ" and the community? For that matter, how does 
any Brethren in Christ pastor do it? 
Let me begin the discussion (which I hope may be a 
continuing one) by suggesting three characteristics of a 
Brethren in Christ presence which are necessary in any 
successful congregational building, but that are absolute-
ly essential in a new work in a new community. 
Authenticity 
The pastor must be a convinced Brethren in Christ, 
unapologetic for the church's doctrines and practices, 
and he must be honest with the community. 
The Brethren in Christ Church holds in common with 
protestantism the major doctrines of the Christian 
church. In this respect it will be similar to other churches 
in the community. But it is also true that there are 
distinctive doctrines, intrepretations, and practices held 
by the denomination which will cause it to differ from the 
other churches in the area. 
Authenticity does not demand the emphasis of these 
distinctives out of proportion or out of context. It does 
not mean that we build a congregation upon these 
distinctives but it does demand that the Brethren in 
Christ understanding of Christian experience and the 
Christian's life will be clearly a part of the preaching 
and the teaching of the pastor and the congregation. 
Authenticity calls for the pastor to see the Brethren in 
Christ message as good news and not bad — in fact he 
sees it as a bit better news than any other interpretation 
he has heard. If he is apologetic for his church's doctrine 
and practices he has already half lost the battle. 
Authenticity calls for honesty with the community. A 
Brethren in Christ congregation is not an independent 
congregation. Decisions of doctrine, polity, and practice 
are not decisions of the congregation. These are made at 
a general conference. The Manual of Doctrine and 
Government is not a promotional piece to be handed out 
during community visitation. On the other hand, it is not 
to be hid from the serious inquirer. 
There is no need to hide the fact that the Brethren in 
Christ is a "believers church" where membership is 
based upon new birth rather than right birth. It will do no 
harm to let the community know that there is more to the 
Christian life than forgiveness — that there is deliverance 
from the power of sin as well as forgiveness from its guilt. 
There is no need to be reluctant in stating that we expect 
Christians to be Christian — Christ-like in their relation-
to page two 
It's a Long, Hard 
Road to Sinai 
Harold W. Nigh 
"Impossible," said the Israeli tourist agency at Eilat, 
"You can't go to Sinai in your own vehicle. The 
peninsula is a military zone, and, beside, there's only a 
track in the sand leading to it. You must either go by 
air, or by chartered bus. The found trip by bus is cheap-
er, at $106 per person." 
Now, that was bad news. Although not from a very 
pilgrimage-oriented background, I had given special 
importance to visiting Sinai. For theological as well as 
romantic reasons, I felt that our family of six had to go 
there, before we assayed the Promised Land, like Moses 
and his more numerous children. 
Accordingly, we went south to Sharm-el-Sheik, and 
attempted to get permission from the military authorities 
to try the trek in our own VW Kombi. It turned out that 
the Israeli military machine was self-confident enough 
that it didn't seem to care if one Canadian family got 
permission or not, so we proceeded north again, along 
the west side of the Sinai peninsula, to Abu Rudeis, 
where we looked for the track that led to Sinai. 
We found it, but promptly got stuck in the sand. That 
discouraged us, because there were well over 100 
kilometres to go, and there'd be a limit to the number of 
times we could get stuck, with no tow-truck at the other 
end of no telephone line. However, we saw an ordinary 
two-wheeled-drive bus lurching along a track on our 
right, and we reasoned that where it could go, we could 
go, since we had our motor much handier to our drive 
wheels, not to mention less dead weight (dead weight 
meaning what couldn't get out and push). Then, too, we 
were greatly encouraged by a Bedouin standing in the 
sand, hitch-hiking. We graciously gave a ride to a free 
guide. 
100 kilometres later, we overtook the bus we Had seen, 
stopped with a flat tire. We agreed, without excessive 
humility, to take word to St. Catherine's monastery, 
situated on the traditional site of the burning bush, that 
the bus was coming. As it turned out, it beat us there, 
because the road was so rough we could only travel at 15 
to 20 kilometres per hour. It's a long, hard road to Sinai. 
The road was soft, in comparison to the experience of 
Sinai itself. The bus party was composed of Israelis from 
a kibbutz in the Golan Heights. They invited us to leave 
with them at five the next morning to climb the 7,500 feet 
to the top of the mountain. The path, laid out over the 
centuries by the Greek Orthodox monks who have been 
custodians of St. Catherine's monastery, was strewn with 
stumblingstones and rocks of offense. Near the top our 
muscles burned and our limbs froze. If Paul found that it 
was impossible to keep the law, Moses must have found it 
almost impossible to get. And if he got it in January, the 
very tablets must have been saturated with chill and 
severity. 
What a view from the summit! Except for one higher 
than Sinai's, the other peaks seemed to float below us on 
The Harold Nigh family combined a service ministry under MCC and 
travel in Europe and the Middle East during 1971-1972. Article by the 
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a sea of cloud, which, magically, became clear in spots, 
revealing the craggy mountains below its surface. Our 
Israeli fellows must have known that the panoramic view 
was worth the hard road and the arduous climb. 
The Apostle Paul stood on Sinai, too, metaphorically, 
in Romans 7, and declared that it was there that his 
eyes were opened, and that it was a delight to stand 
there. He also saw below the clouds' silver lining, and saw 
the crags of covetousness which the law was sent to reveal. 
He knew that he had to go to Sinai before he went to 
Calvary; that before sin could be healed, it had to be 
revealed. 
Every tourist should have to visit Sinai before he visits 
Mount Calvary. We saw evangelical Christians being 
herded all over Israel, from Hebron to Nazareth, but 
Sinai was comparatively neglected. The road there is too 
long and hard. 
My story is a real one, but it's a parable, too. It points 
to an incipient anti-nomianism that is in the church, as 
really, I believe, as the full-blown form was present in the 
days of the Manichaeans, Agricola, or the Anabaptists. 
It would not deny the force of the law, but it would 
neglect it. And it would deny the law's technique. 
We are told that we must not be negative—a nice 
paradox. "Thou shalt not say 'thou shalt not,' " is the 
first new commandment. People won't tolerate negatives, 
so we must emphasize the positive. There's power in that 
kind of thinking. But, alas! It's exactly when people 
won't tolerate commandments that they need them the 
most. God and all His prophets knew that; we don't. 
We are told, too, that it's bad psychology to prohibit, 
for it makes people want to do what is forbidden. I know 
well the apparent truth of the protest; I once told my 
students at N.C.C. that, if it were strictly forbidden to 
walk up the vertical column in the centre of the 
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classroom, some hero's footprints would be on it by 
morning. The law doesn't make frivolous prohibitions 
like that, but the psychology that says it's bad to prohibit 
is itself frivolous, and all the worse because it comes in 
the guise of love, and equates reproof with lack of love. 
It's truly bad psychology, for it's bad theology. 
A pastor who was also a Christian school ad-
ministrator for a short time complained that he couldn't 
discipline young people and preach to them at the same 
time. But, in truth, you can't do one unless you do the 
other, if you stand in Moses' and Christ's tradition. The 
law's technique was to reprove specifically and in a 
straightforward manner—the first step to deal with sin. 
Both preach and discipline are bad words to our 
generation, but they are really very good words, and were 
the joint basis of the early Christian community. We hear 
our scholars refer often to the kerygma, "the preaching," 
of the early church, but we hear little from them of the 
didache, "the teaching," with it's strong element of 
discipline. The early church used the law's technique, and 
made God's message, and insistence on its observance, an 
indivisible whole. 
One cannot speak of discipline and insistence on 
obedience without a consideration of punishment. The 
law was strong in that respect; separation from the 
congregation and even death was meted out to the 
offenders. That doesn't seem to be consonant with 
Christ's love, so we thank God that we are delivered from 
the law's curse. We sing "Jesus Paid It All" with more 
meaning than the song contains. In our reaction to the 
Catholic doctrine of penance, we have neglected Paul's 
admonition not to company with a brother who is 
covetous, no, not to eat. Our neglect of the principle of 
punishment is one of the anomalies of our time, for 
neither the world nor the church think it has any place in 
the church, and yet we all admit its practice by civil law, 
which is rooted in Moses' law. The church finds itself in a 
bad condition, when, for example, the country's judiciary 
is more scrupulous than it is in punishing wrong. In 
fact, the courts know far more about the law as technique 
than the church does. 
The law as technique might well appeal to the present 
ecclesiastical mind, for churchmen are often technicians 
above all. But would it? Organization withers as the law 
develops; if Moses needed 70 elders and hundreds of 
"committeemen," Jesus needed only one small organized 
group. The early church, too, had a minimum of 
organization. Preaching and living "according to the 
Scriptures" was the sum and substance of the church—a 
mirroring of the covenant people's response to the 
Mosaic law. That is not an easy technique, but very 
simple and very strong. 
You may protest that we are not under law, but under 
grace. Let's rejoice at that; we're free from the or-
dinances of the law, and that freedom is in Christ. 
However, the essence of the law has never been 
abrogated. Paul said that the law was a schoolmaster to 
lead us to Christ. The reference is to a paedogogus, a 
slave who brought a child to school, and stayed with the 
teacher for the lessons. For us, the law is the constant 
educational assistant to our Master, Christ. 
To be sure, commandments aren't enough. Sinai is 
nothing without the Mount of Crucifixion. Wherever 
Calvary is in today's Jerusalem, it has to be tiny, 
compared to Sinai, but the importance of both these 
mountains is in inverse proportion to their size. There 
must be the new law of love, which gives power to keep 
the law, a power the commandments never had inherent 
in them; the new law fulfills the old one, and does not 
remove it. 
Love must be understood in its biblical setting of 
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ethical conduct. It takes more than buttons labelled 
"make love, not war" to keep the world's pancho from 
slipping off its shoulders. Love must have moral 
strictness, and, unfortunately, the church, too, needs to 
be reminded of that. A benign smile just isn't appropriate 
for our children if they are taking to drugs at as high a 
rate, or have just as immodest appearance as those from 
non-Christian homes. Amiable tolerance that doesn't see 
wrong is by no means the love that fulfills the law. 
The incipient antinomianism in the Brethren in Christ 
Church as essentially the same base as the Anabaptist 
antinomianism, say, of Munster, but different effects. 
There the freedom of the Spirit led to violence, but with 
us, it is taking the curious form of lack of discipline. For 
instance, we burden the Spirit with child training. We 
hear that we must not place strictures upon our young 
people, but pray, ah, pray that the Spirit will lead them. 
Thus, the technique of the law is denied, and our poor 
youth will never know righteousness, because they don't 
know sin. If the Apostle Paul had to be brought up short 
by a law or two, are the Christians of today excepted, 
young or old? 
Such statements may raise a hue and cry of legalism, 
but when you stop to think of it, do you know any 
Christian legalists? Do you know anybody hung up on the 
ten commandments, or their implications, who never get 
to Christ because of that? Find me one, and I'll find you 
ten antinomians, who claim to be Christ's, but who act 
immorally. 
If there are ten antinomians to one legalist, there are a 
hundred to one, in our age of irrationalism, who base 
their spirituality on feeling, without knowledge. The law 
would teach these that uprightness is based on 
propositional truth—that a man cleanses his way by 
taking heed thereto, according to God's word. Yes, 
there's feeling there, for example, the Psalmist's delight 
in the law of the Lord, but that delight came from 
meditating in it day and night. What a happy marriage of 
feeling and knowledge! It's a marriage that can only 
beget a sensitive and virtuous life. 
If the law is a corrective to Christian experience, it 
would be the same for art and culture. It demonstrates a 
fusion of form and moral earnestness that both secular 
and religious culture have lost. That is a theme in itself 
for a full study; suffice it to say here that the Brethren in 
Christ Church, for example, might do well to give a 
fraction of the attention to church architecture that the 
law gives to the tabernacle's. Too, it might discover a 
whole denominational culture in obedience to God's law; 
in fact, what culture it does have of its own comes from 
strong spirits of the past who have interpreted the law 
afresh for their own time. 
It's not easy to interpret the law for our time, and insist 
that it be kept. One of the dangers for a Moses-minded 
man is that he may seemingly be caught in his own trap. 
He reproves for God, but is taken in the snare of those 
that watch for iniquity. The latter are described with 
luminous insight in Isaiah 29:20, 21 "all that watch for 
iniquity . . . make a man an offender for a word, and lay a 
snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside 
the just for a thing of nought." Here is the chief 
occupational hazard for preachers of righteousness, a 
fate which the Master of them all suffered. It's a long, 
hard road to Sinai. 
But it's high adventure to get there, whether you go 
fast in a VW Kombie, or slow as Moses. The children of 
Israel shouted for joy in their camp, as we almost did in 
our camper. And think of the excitement that the scholar, 
Tischendorf, must have felt, when he discovered the 
Codex Sinaiticus on that very spot! What we need now 
are shouts of joy over a rediscovered law. 
MDS Volunteers tell about 
Leading a Questionable Life 
"Why are you here?" 
This is the question a miner's widow asked of Jonas 
Kanagy in Buffalo Creek. This same question was asked 
by Tom and Marie McCerrnan whose gift shop was 
destroyed in Rapid City. The accent was different but 
the question the same in Wilkes Barre and Corning, in 
Haiti and in Texas. 
What is it that brings farmers, contractors, retirees, 
and youth from their comfortable homes and com-
munities to a devastated area to clean out basements and 
work long hours for no pay, and to do it day after day? 
This is the question that Mennonite Disaster Service 
volunteers are asked as they offer themselves and their 
services in an area of need. This is the question that is 
answered as one listens to the formal reports and the 
table conversation at the Annual All-Unit Meeting of 
MDS (as Mennonite Disaster Service is commonly 
known). 
They go because the love of Christ motivates them. 
Nor would they for one moment agree that they serve 
without pay. True, they do not receive money, but time 
and time again volunteers would affirm that they received 
more, far more, than they gave. 
The Annual All-Unit Meeting of Mennonite Disaster 
Service, held this year at the First Mennonite Church, 
Morton, Illinois, is not a business meeting. The business 
is conducted by the MDS section which is made up of the 
five regional directors and the seven denominational 
(conference) representatives. The Annual Meeting is 
more like a reunion — a reunion of those who care — a 
reunion of the modern Samaritans. 
It is not easy to be a "Good Samaritan" today. For 
that matter it never was easy. There has always been the 
self-centeredness in us that keeps us from getting in-
volved. But in addition to the self-centeredness there is 
today the magnitude of tragedy and our familiarity with 
it. The size and distance of the disaster overwhelms us 
with a sense of futility. The familiarity with tragedy, 
portrayed daily and so graphically on the "Evening 
News" and the front pages, dulls our sensitivity and we 
lose our compassion. 
The Mennonites did not assume that the command to 
love one's neighbor was repealed when our world became 
a global village. We now have more neighbors and a way 
must be found to be neighbor unto him who is in need. 
Out of this concern, discussed at a Kansas church picnic 
in 1951, MDS was born. 
So they came to Morton from nineteen states and five 
Canadian provinces to report and to share. And they had 
much to report. More "volunteer-days" (they no longer 
call them "man-days" since women are more and more a 
part of M DS ministry) were given in 1972 than in the five 
previous years combined. This was the year of the floods. 
It began in February with a dam break on Buffalo Creek 
in West Virginia. Then there was Rapid City, quickly 
followed by Agnes in the populous east. 
There were also those tragedies which did not make the 
headlines nor the evening news — a father who could not 
tend his crops because of an accident. There was the 
The editor attended the MDS Annual All-Unit Meeting, covering this 
occasion for the editors of the constituent groups. This article was 
prepared for release by MDS to the periodicals of these groups. 
Indian village whose hogans were damaged by unusual 
heavy rains. The ministry to the inner city in Kansas City 
and to the poor in south Texas. Suffering is not really 
measured in numbers. One family or one person suffers 
just as much as if there were a thousand. MDS tries 
to remember the one as well as the thousand. 
The make-up of MDS is as varied as the Twelve 
Disciples. Compassion is not determined by the cut of the 
coat nor the length of the dress. And what is just as 
significant, cooperation in the face of disaster is not 
deterred by difference which in normal situations keep us 
apart. MDS is probably the broadest based Mennonite 
cooperative agency within the Mennonite constituency. 
Cooperation not only bridges conference differences 
but national boundaries. The Rapid City Project Direc-
tor was Syd Reimer from Winnipeg, Manitoba. Forty 
percent of the volunteer days were contributed by 
volunteers from Manitoba. Eddie Bearinger, Director for 
Region V (Canada), was in charge of the clean-up and 
restoration project in Corning and Elmira. Just as 
tragedy knows no national boundaries neither does God's 
grace nor the ministry of Christian love. 
MDS bridges Mennonite difference and national 
boundaries. It also bridges denominational lines. 
The Presbyterians in Rapid City furnished a campsite for 
the housing of the MDS workers. The Catholic parish 
in Rapid City was the first to provide food and shelter 
for the MDS teams. Father O'Connell of this parish 
brought a $3,000 donation to Syd Reimer with the 
well wishes of his parishioners. 
Father O'Connell came to Morton to bring, on behalf 
of the citizens of Rapid City, an expression of gratitude 
for the help given by MDS. He told the delegates that the 
MDS ministry in Rapid City gave a new idea to that 
community of what the church is all about — a new 
credibility to the gospel. 
Those who think that "good works" become a sub-
stitute for evangelism should have been present. Reports 
of conversions and renewed vows accompanied the 
reports. Landis Hershey, Region I Director, said "There 
is no way so easy to go into a strange community with the 
gospel (as MDS)." A father, whose son went to Rapid 
City to aid in the clean up, reported that his son 
experienced a conversion during this period of service. 
The evening group services, when the day's work was 
finished, were times of spiritual sharing. 
Youth discovered MDS and MDS discovered the 
youth. The disasters occurring as they did in the summer 
gave opportunity for youth to participate and participate 
they did. They came by the busload from eastern 
Pennsylvania into Wilkes Barre. They came day after 
day. They used all means of transportation to get into 
Rapid City. They carried mud by the bucketful all day. 
Their assistance and dedication restored hope and faith 
to those beaten and bruised. 
Eddie Bearinger, Region V Director (Canada) was 
project coordinator for the Corning-Elmira area. He told 
of a Vietnam Veteran who came to him and said "I have 
a lot to make up, can I help the Mennonites." And Eddie 
said "I pinned an MDS identification pin on his army 
tunic." The ex-soldier said, "Eddie, you have the 
answer." 
to page fourteen 
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Religious News 
Census Bureau Reports 
Rise in Intermarriage 
Intermarriage between whites and 
members of minority groups increased 63 
percent during the 1960s, according to a 
special Census Bureau report on marriage. 
One of the most dramatic trends was the 
increase in the number of black men 
married to white women — a rise of 25,496 
to 41,223. The number of white men 
married to black women declined during 
the period, from 25,913 in 1960 to 23,566 
in 1970. 
Another significant increase was 
reported in the number of American In-
dians and Americans of Japanese ancestry 
married to white spouses. 
However, intermarriages still constitute 
a small proportion of the total marriages 
in the U.S. Only 0.7 percent of the 44,597,-
574 marriages recorded in 1970 were 
"mixed." 
Teen-Ager Sex Report Published 
Underscores Permissiveness 
Fifty-two percent of all 13- to 19-year-
old unmarried U.S. citizens have had 
sexual intercourse, according to an exten-
sive survey by a social psychologist and a 
newspaper science editor. 
Author Robert C. Sorensen, and his 
collaborator, David Hendin, discovered 
that teen-agers these days generally refrain 
from judging the behavior of others as 
immoral or abnormal. Boys and girls alike 
do not demand that a girl be a virgin when 
she marries or even when she meets the 
boy she is going to marry. Sixty-five 
percent of all boys disagree with the 
statement: "I wouldn't want to marry a 
girl who isn't a virgin at marriage." 
Mutuality and belonging are com-
ponents in a new kind of love being worked 
out by American adolescents, say 
Sorensen and Hendin in their book, 
Adolescent Sexuality in Contemporary 
America. 
Tom Clark Tells Americans United: 
Prayer Responsibility of Churches 
Former U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Tom C. Clark, who wrote the Court's 
decision on prayer and Bible-reading in 
public schools, said the schools and courts 
cannot be blamed for the lack of religious 
training of children. 
Speaking at the 25th anniversary con-
ference of the Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, Justice 
Clark held that the primary responsibility 
for religious training rests with the 
churches and parents. 
March 25,1973 
"Why cannot the churches teach the 
young people not only to pray, but also 
what prayer is about?" he asked the 2,000 
people in attendance. 
He said prayer in schools usually con-
sists of forcing young people to mumble in 
unison over a prayer at the beginning of 
the school day. 
"A child who prepares and gives grace 
at the family dinner receives more benefit 
from those few words of his own than all 
the prayers that others write and he chants 
in school," Justice Clark said. 
Bill Asks "Balanced Instruction" 
By Schools on Origin of Life 
Legislation offered in the Wisconsin 
House of Representatives would require 
public schools to offer "balanced instruc-
tion in the theories of the origin of life." 
The measure, submitted by Rep. Carl 
Otte (D-Sheboygan), was referred to the 
Assembly's education, committee. 
Mr. Otte's proposal would require all 
public schools offering instruction in evolu-
tion to offer balanced instruction in all 
major theories of the origin of life, in-
cluding Creation. 
Such instruction, the bill states,'"shall 
stress that the theories are not established 
facts and shall accord proper treatment in 
time emphasis and attitude to protect the 
rights of all students." 
New YFC President 
Jay Kesler, 37, noted youth speaker and 
Youth for Christ leader, was elected 
YFC's sixth president on March 1 during 
the organization's annual convention in 
Portland, Oregon. He succeeds Dr. Sam 
Wolgemuth, 58, who after holding the 
office for eight years was named the first 
full-time chairman of YFC's board. 
Kesler, who has appeared on five con-
tinents during his 18-year career with 
Youth for Christ, was most recently Vice-
President for Field Coordination. He is a 
graduate of Taylor University and has 
done graduate work at Ball State Universi-
ty. During his first three-year term as 
president, he will be the chief executive 
officer, while Wolgemuth will concentrate 
in long-range planning, fund-raising and 
overseas development. 
Nixon Plans Tax Credit 
Aid to Private Schools 
President Nixon said in his State of the 
Union Message on the economy that he 
will ask Congress soon for tax credit 
legislation to benefit parents of children in 
parochial and private schools. 
"Tax Credit for Nonpublic Schools" 
was one of seven items which the President 
listed as among those included in his 1973 
economic package. 
Earlier when the 1974 budget went to 
Congress, the President included proposals 
to provide a tax credit of up to $200 a year 
per pupil for parents of children in non-
public schools. 
The President's views on finding some 
way to aid parochial schools are well 
known. This issue was prominent in his 
campaign last fall and he has said 
repeatedly that the government must help 
the ailing parochial school system. 
Sergei Kourdakov Death 
Ruled Accidental 
The shooting death of Russian defector 
Sergei Kourdakov was accidental, a cor-
oner's jury ruled here. 
The inquest had been postponed one 
week after Rep. Earl F. Landgrebe phoned 
in new information that contradicted 
testimony indicating that the new Russian 
Christian had mishandled a borrowed .38 
caliber pistol in a cabin at nearby Running 
Springs on New Year's Eve. 
L. J. Bass, president of Underground 
Evangelism which was sponsoring Kour-
dakov on a preaching circuit, had cir-
culated information which raised the 
possibility that the young man had been 
murdered by agents of the U.S.S.R. Bass 
said the accident had been explained to his 
satisfaction by the inquest. 
Oregon Bill Allows Mercy 
Killing When Requested 
Physicians in Oregon may honor the 
request for mercy killing if an incurably ill 
patient requests it, according to the terms 
of new legislation. 
The Senate measure also provides for 
formal advance requests for euthanasia in 
the event of a future incurable illness and 
entitles a patient suffering a terminal ill-
ness to the administration of whatever 
quantity of drugs is required to keep him 
free of pain. If he asks, the patient may 
also be rendered unconscious continuous-
'y-
Regulations of the bill would be handled 
by the state's Department of Human 
Resources. 
A person convicted of falsifying a 
declaration for euthanasia could be 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 
"Loved, We Will Love" 
Is Theme of NAE Convention 
"Loved, We Will Love" is the theme of 
the 31st Annual Convention of the 
National Association of Evangelicals, to 
convene at the Portland Hilton, Portland, 
Oregon, May 1-3. 
Representat ives of some 36,000 
churches from 33 member denominations, 
independent bodies and numerous 
evangelical organizations will meet in 
devotional, workshop and business 
sessions. The 1973 theme, "Loved, We 
Will Love," based on I John 4:11 and 
Ephesians 5:2, depicts Christ's sacrificial 
love as the motivation for Christians to 
demonstrate a ministry of love to a 
deprived world. 
Variations of the theme will be the focus 
of major addresses during the three-day 
convention. Speakers will include Dr. 
Lloyd T. Anderson, pastor of Bethany 
Baptist Church, West Covina, California; 
Dr. Myron F. Boyd, bishop of the Free 
Methodist Church and president of NAE; 
Dr. Dave Breese, president of Christian 
Destiny, Inc.; the Rev. Stuart Briscoe, 
pastor of Elmbrook Church, Brooksfield, 
Wisconsin; the Rev. Bob Harrison, 
evangelist, San Francisco; the Rev. Ray 
Smith, general superintendent of the Open 
Bible Standard Churches; and Dr. Clyde 
W. Taylor, general director of NAE and 
international secretary of the World 
Evangelical Fellowship. 
Harriet Bert 
A 16mm Camera in India 
is like a magnet in a heap of nails, or a drop of honey in a 
colony of ants. It attracts people in a matter of seconds. 
Unlike the nails and unlike the ants, people can hamper 
the work of the camera or of the photographer. But like 
the magnet and like the honey, there is no stopping the 
crowds from gathering. Naturally, this makes close-
range photographing difficult. 
Our camera also has many advantages. Besides record-
ing in life-moving pictures, it has been an aid in seeing 
India. Where we are not known, we have been provided 
with excellent guides who were informed of our interest 
in filming, we have met people who were eager to have us 
see and film their particular craft, business, or village. 
We have seen many places and cultural aspects of India 
that a tourist does not see. Best of all, we have seen the 
Church in India and hope to bring back to the Church in 
America a picture of its life. 
India is people, sari-dressed women and dhoti-garbed 
men. It is temples, cows, smells, and need. It has more 
than poverty and snake charmers. It has beauty and it 
has friendliness. It has energetic and educated people. 
The Church has able leadership and devoted followers of 
Christ. 
Some years ago, places like Kashmir and Darjeeling 
were only geographic names to us. Now, we know they 
are lovely places with fine crafts, delicious tea, and set at 
the foot of the snow-covered peaks. We did not know that 
Puri and Mahabalipuram are quiet, sandy beaches on the 
Bay of Bengal, nor that Kerala is a veritable Hawaii in 
India. We had heard of India's jungle elephant. Our ride 
atop one as we passed through dense forests is an 
experience we will not soon forget. Crowded, dirty 
Calcutta even has some lovely parks and open areas if 
one is interested in finding them out. And Bangalore lives 
up to its name as India's most beautiful city. 
People are in contrast as much as places in India. 
There are the wealthy, in whose homes we've visited, and 
the poor, in whose villages and homes we've 'found a 
welcome and Christian fellowship. There are the shoe-
shine boys hoping for a rupee to shine your shoes, and 
there are the students hoping that education will fulfill 
their goals. There is the sadhu with his seeking, hopeless 
gaze and, in contrast, the born-again Christian showing 
inner peace and joy. 
Eldon and Harriet Bert, Upland, Calif., are currently working on the 
production of a film about Brethren in Christ missions in India. The 
film is expected to be completed bv early fall. (Photos by Eldon and 
Harriet Bert.) 
Photographing the closing service of the Christmas Tour in Bihar, 1972. 
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Harriet feeds the elephant twins in a South India game park. 
It has been a privilege to see and feel India. We are 
thankful for the medium of our cameras and any gift of 
God we may have to film this land and its people. Most of 
all, we are thankful for the opportunity to see how God is 
at work in India. We have enjoyed long enough time at 
each mission area in order to become acquainted with 
church leaders and pastors. So now, names like Ben-
jamin, Philip, Patros, Stephen, Luke, Barnabas and 
many others have become personalities to us. Per-
sonalities who have been changed by the power of God, 
and who are assuming leadership and shepherding of the 
Church in India. 
As God continues to give us direction and wisdom we 
want to share by means of a film what we have seen and 
experienced — India and how Jesus Christ is building His 
Church in this land. 




(Comite Evangelico Pro 
Ayuda a Los Damnificados) 
Charles Musser 
C E P A D is an organization of evangelical churches in 
Managua formed as a direct result of the Nicaraguan 
earthquake, for two reasons. First, it was formed as a 
means to better serve the disaster-stricken evangelical 
community of Managua. Secondly, the Evangelical 
Churches of Costa Rica required an organization of 
Nicaraguan Evangelical Churches to which it could 
direct its relief aid. 
The Evangelical Committee to Help the Disaster 
Stricken (as C E P A D translates into English) is an 
organization of 27 different denominations, ranging all 
the way from Brethren in Christ to Assemblies of God to 
Episcopal to the Brotherhood of Central-American 
Churches. It indeed includes a wide spectrum of 
theological doctrines and differences, and diversities in 
forms of worship. It is very interesting how all of these 
denominations are now working together in a common 
effort. Only a couple of months ago many were fighting 
among one another to keep " that other church" out of 
"their territory" — or at the worst, one church calling 
another a "cult ." An earthquake has more power than 
one initially feels! 
Food distribution was the initial program of C E P A D . 
Within a few days after the earthquake, C E P A D was 
distributing food to the evangelical community. This 
food was meant to be a supplement to the food already 
being given out by the Nicaraguan National Emergency 
Committee, but for many, C E P A D was their only source 
of food for days. At it's zenith, C E P A D was distributing 
food to approximately 8,000 people. Now, the free food 
distribution is being phased out, to be replaced by Food-
for-Work in various localities. 
Child Feeding is another program being initiated by 
C E P A D . With food received from the Nat ional 
How Can I Help? 
Repairs to damaged Brethren in Christ Mission 
property will cost an estimated $5,600. At press time, 
some contributions had been received for this pur-
pose. 
Interested individuals and congregations are in-
vited to share in meeting this need. Mark contri-
butions "Nicaragua Restoration" and send them to: 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS 
Box 149 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS 
R. 1 
Stevensville, Ontario, Canada 
In the event contributions exceed the needed 
$5,600, contributors are invited to state their 
preference for the use of such overage — either for 
(1) MCC/MDS relief work in general, or for (2) future 
Brethren in Christ development in Nicaragua. 
stockpile, C E P A D hopes to set up fifteen to twenty child 
feeding stations, providing a breakfast of milk and cereal 
every day except Sundays. It is hoped that these 
breakfasts will sufficiently supplement the low protein 
diet of many poor, undernourished children. 
C E P A D also plans to hire a Nicaraguan Civil 
Engineer to direct a building and reconstruction 
program. Working closely with Mennonite Disaster 
Service, C E P A D would like to help rebuild such inter-
denominational facilities as housing for Hondas de Luz 
(a local radio station), Alfalit (a Christian-oriented adult 
literacy organization), and the Bible Society. 
Although C E P A D is formed in part by many small, 
poorly financially-backed indigenous churches, this 
organization of evangelical churches has many impor-
tant, big-named organizations backing it. Such world 
relief agencies pouring resources into C E P A D are Food 
for the Hungry, World Vision Relief, Church World 
to page twelve 
No Drafting of Young Men, but 
Former Secretary of Defense, Melvin R. 
Laird, stated on January 27 that the "use 
of the draft has ended." This means that 
drafting has ended but the United States 
Military Selective Service Act remains on 
the books. The result of this announcement 
is that men born in 1953 and not yet 
drafted will have no further liability to the 
draft. 
Mr. Laird feels that with the special pay 
incentives legislation and provisions for 
more benefits, the armed forces can rely 
solely on volunteers and be successful in 
achieving an all volunteer army. However, 
with a history of 30 years of conscription 
many Americans feel that the draft legisla-
tion must be kept on the books, even if 
there is no immediate need to draft young 
men. 
Though there will be no drafting during 
the first months of 1973, the President's 
power to induct young men in the armed 
services will not end until June 30, 1973. 
The Congress will determine within the 
March 25, 1973 
next several months whether or not the 
President's authority to induct should be 
extended. If Congress takes no action to 
extend it, the President's authority to 
induct will expire July 1, 1973. 
Although the induction authority of the 
President may expire at that time, the 
machinery of the Selective Service System 
will still be in operation unless Congress 
also takes legislative action to abolish it. 
Young men must still register when they 
reach 18. They will still be assigned lottery 
numbers according to their birthdays and 
they will still be classified. 
Thus the draft system is still here, even 
though most young men will no longer be 
conscripted into the armed services or 
alternative service. Unless the Congress 
takes action on the issue of a "lingering" 
draft law by repealing the entire Selective 
Service System Act, the draft will con-
tinue. It is, however, anticipated that 
Senator Hatfield will be introducing a bill 
in the 93rd Congress calling for an 
elimination of the draft and Selective 
Service System. 
In case of future emergencies Pentagon 
policy is officially to call up Reserves and 
National Guardsmen before turning to a 
reinstatement of the draft. This would 
provide ample time to reinstitute a new 
draft if one should be needed. 
John Hancock, executive secretary of 
the National Council to Repeal the Draft, 
stated, "If an emergency were declared 
and Congress once again gave the Presi-
dent draft authori ty , most men's 
classifications would be hopelessly out-of-
date , in spite of continuing draft 
procedures." Therefore, the continuation 
of the SSS does not enhance national 
security, while at the same time it is 
expensive and places unnecessary burdens 
on millions of young men. 
Walton Hackman 
Executive Secretary 
MCC Peace Section 
Light Unto My Path j 
Erma Lehman 
(on furlough from 
Matopo Secondary School, Rhodesia) 
The Matopo bus with some of the 16 students and 3 staff members who 
went to a recent BMA camp at Gwelo. 
Gladys recites three assignments in order to be enrolled in the Bible 
Memory Association camp. 
"Thanks for the nice tracts you sent me," wrote Edah. 
"Why is it that you always send me the right things at the 
right time? This has always surprised me, but I know 
that God directs you. Thanks to His Spirit which works 
so wonderfully in us." 
Many times during the past four years I have felt as 
Edah, as I have been memorizing verses as a member of 
the Bible Memory Association (BMA). The verses each 
week just seemed to meet the need at that moment. 
"Light Unto My Path" is the title of the fifth book which 
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I am now memorizing. During the next fifteen weeks, 105 
verses will be memorized, and how wonderful the Word is 
as it is hidden in the heart. 
Memorizing the Word was only one part of my goal 
for joining Bible Memory Association. My real aim was 
to encourage students at Matopo Secondary School to 
join. I have been so thrilled with the program — and with 
the camps which follow for those who complete the 
course — that it has been no problem working with the 
students. Listening to their verses each week added to my 
busy schedule, but it was relaxing to sit down each 
Saturday morning as verses were recited. 
In 1969, the first year for Bible Memory Association in 
Rhodesia, approximately 25 students from Matopo 
Secondary joined BMA. Each year since, we have had 
about the same number join. The 25 students in 1969 
completed their twelve weeks of memory work (a total of 
150 verses) and thus were invited to attend the seven-day 
camp. Only sixteen of these were able to attend the first 
camp, where we found sixteen other young people and a 
staff of ten dedicated Christian workers. 
The Bible teacher held the young people spellbound as 
he taught them how our lives can be changed from the 
natural man to a Spirit-filled man who lives in Christ each 
day. Singing, playing, eating, and learning to "praise the 
Lord" were all a vital part of the week. They learned to 
praise the Lord when things went wrong. When they were 
fined for talking too late at night, or when the food was 
not right, they just said, "Praise the Lord." 
This camp was one of the greatest experiences of my 
life, and I have not missed a Bible Memory Association 
camp since then. "BMA" and "Praise the Lord" are very 
familiar terms among the Matopo students. These go 
together and have been the means of spiritual growth in 
the lives of many students. 
Is your life being enriched by God's Word? While 
driving the car or washing dishes, there is plenty of time 
to learn a few verses each week. "How sweet are thy 
words unto my taste! Yea, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth!" 
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Ministry to the Unsec 
iiThere are lonely people in every community, 
particularly lonely children; here is a way 
to reach the unseen children with a 
message of hope and concern 
fi HURCHES AND MINISTERS 
^ w h o believe they have a message of Good News to 
share are often frustrated with the question "How can it 
be done? How can we reach the unchurched? And if we 
do speak with them, will they listen; will they hear?" The 
following is the story of how one little church up in the 
corner of the United States, the North Deering 
Congregational Church, Portland, Maine, achieved part 
of their goal by reaching at least the children in the 
homes of the community. 
This was Rev. Lee Tyson's first parish, and on that first 
Sunday, the chairman of the Deacons walked up to him 
and said, "But you must have a children's story. We 
always have one." 
"Rev. Lee," as he likes to be called, ". . . threw one 
together from the dark recesses of my mind." In the 
following two and a half years, the children's story has 
become the most successful and unique part of his 
ministry. In the first 6 months it drew 20 to 30 children 
on a Sunday morning; and with the children, of course, 
came the parents. And the little New England church 
which seats about 150 was often packed to overflowing. 
The congregation decided to install a "Dial-A-
Children's Story" as a community service. The cost of 
this for the first year was approximately $1,000. Children 
could dial (207) 797-3695 and get a three-minute story 
designed to help them through their childhood crises. 
Half of the stories are fun stories with a moral; and the 
other half are Bible Stories with plenty of imagination. 
One story may help some child become unfearful in a 
"Rev. Lee" is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Tyson of the Skyline 
View congregation. Harrisburg, Pa. His wife Beth is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Knepper of the Grantham congregation. Both are 
Messiah graduates — Beth from the academy: Lee from the college. 




dark bedroom; another story 
might help a child be kind and not 
tease the cripple next door. The 105 stories for the 
year were created by the storyteller, Rev. Lee. A 
cabinet maker contributed the materials and many hours 
of work to build a specialized cabinet valued at over $60 
to house the cassettes; the church artist handled the 
publicity. 
The biggest surprise came when Dictran International 
Corp., of San Francisco donated over $500 worth of 
endless tape cassettes to be used for the Dial-A-
Children's Story. After much anticipation it went on the 
telephone line March 1, 1972. The following month a 
reporter from the Portland newspaper did a front cover 
story: "Dial-A-Children's Story Proves Smashing 
Success." Because this article was well received, the 
Associated Press made it available to desks of newspaper 
editors throughout the U.S. including Alaska and 
Hawaii. 
Phone calls started pouring in. The telephone company 
recorded 2,009 busy signals in one hour — in other words 
2,009 people unsuccessfully tried to get the line in one 
hour's time. The Portland telephone officials immediate-
ly called for help from their Boston experts. They had 
special meetings to decide what should be done with the 
Children's Story. They were afraid to ask Rev. Lee to 
discontinue it because of bad publicity and yet they had 
to keep repairmen working round the clock just to 
maintain the lines. The telephone company asked the 
church to install a second line and a second machine, and 
it was done. The Doro 311 telephone answering machine, 
which records as well as sends out the three-minute story 
is considered to be the best on the market, but even so the 
machines broke down. The manufacturer in close com-
munication with the project believed that the machines 
were getting a month's use in one day. Their technicians 
worked at remedying the problems as they arose. Now, 
after a full year of operation, the "bugs" have been 
worked out and a new machine has been developed. 
to page fourteen 
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For Your Children: 
A Gift of Time 
Helen Lescheid 
A LITTLE GIRL watched her mother give morning 
-**-care to her baby brother. Carefully Mother bathed 
him, gently she patted him dry, playfully she dressed him, 
and firmly but lovingly she held him while she fed him. 
"Mommy," the little girl asked, "do you love me as 
much as you love baby brother?" 
Surprised, the mother answered quickly, "Of course, 
dear, I love you just as much as I love baby brother." 
"Mommy," the little girl's voice quivered, "Mommy, 
why don't you love me with your hands the way you love 
baby brother?" 
Not all little girls are as good at expressing themselves, 
but all, little or big, crave a love that is demonstrated. To 
love with our hands — to cuddle, to hold on the knee, to 
take a small hand into ours, or to put an arm around the 
shoulder as Jesus did — takes time, but how much we 
would benefit from such intimate closeness with each 
other. 
Time. 
In this day of near-human dolls, multiple educational 
toys, and a variety of lovable pets, we as parents often fail 
to give the gift that our children would enjoy the most. 
Time — our time! 
So busy seeing to it that our families do not lack 
anything, we have little if any time to be with our 
families. This is not only the problem where both parents 
are working, although it is certainly intensified, but all of 
us working or not, are bothered by the elusiveness of time 
— the busyness of life. 
When the children are very small and unable, to care 
for themselves, we recognize the need to spend time with 
them, but when they become more and more able to care 
for themselves, we tend to look upon their growing 
independence as a sign that they no longer need us — 
except to bring in the money, cook, wash, and keep house 
for them. The times of singing around the piano, of 
picnicking in the backyard, of popping corn and playing 
games, or of reading the Bible and sharing needs with one 
another and in prayer, are too easily pushed aside by the 
pressures society puts on us. 
I find that spending a few moments at the bedside of 
our eldest of four is a practical way of ensuring that she 
and I have some time alone. We may talk, do a 
crossword puzzle together, or just quietly enjoy each 
other's presence. It is important that we spend some time 
each day with the children individually, not just for 
personal counseling, but for mutual understanding and 
enjoyment of each other. It is a way of telling the child 
more than words could ever tell, "You rate with me. 
Right now you are more important to me than anything 
or anybody else in the world." It is a way of building self-
confidence into the child, so necessary if he is to succeed 
in life. 
For our nine-year-old daughter it may be a shopping 
trip with a stop at the Dairy Queen; for seven-year-old 
David building a picnic table with Dad or going on that 
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much-talked-about fishing trip; four-year-old Lisa enjoys 
cuddling up with teddies and a favorite book and being 
read to; and baby — she has many ways of keeping 
mommy by her side. It takes stiff discipline on my part to 
put aside pressing duties and make time for each child, 
but more than anything else I want to keep communica-
tion lines open and to strengthen confidences in each 
other and ultimately in God. 
Children have a unique way of helping us in our search 
for happy experiences. In our complex adult world we 
have forgotten what it means to stand and stare, to feel 
and listen, to soak up the beauty of each moment. We 
have routines, deadlines, obligations. And in our rush to 
keep them we run right past what could be the most 
meaningful times in the day. Let us heed the excited call 
of the children, "Mom, Dad, come see what I found." 
One such call came to me in late afternoon while 
peeling potatoes, deep in thought over a little talk I 
would give to a ladies' group that evening. On his way 
home from school David had seen something in the park 
that he wanted to share with me. But what a time to do it! 
Chafing inwardly at the interrupted routine, but feeling 
that I owed it to him, I succumbed. At an old hollow tree 
we stopped and David pointed up. "Look inside, Mom. 
Aren't they cute?" 
There in a neat, little nest were three scrawny, 
featherless birds. Their still covered bulging eyes and bits 
of blue eggshell spoke of a recent miracle of birth. Open 
beaks on long spindly necks, they squeaked helplessly as 
they scanned the air for food. Most of what I saw or did 
that day I have forgotten, but the memory of the 
unplanned trip to the park with David remains. I wonder 
if the reason our days are so often uneventful is that we 
don't allow ourselves to be interrupted by the children. 
I read of a mother who sensing the danger of not 
spending enough time with her children, accompanies 
Christmas or birthday gifts with a promissory note of 
one-half hour each to be spent with a child upon request. 
She says that these notes are not always fun to redeem, 
but they add to her overall fulfillment and to the 
enrichment of their children's lives. 
As a gift time is not cheap, for when we give time to 
our children, we give ourselves to them. 
Reprinted from Christian Living. Used by permission. 
C.E.P.A.D. 
from page nine 
and Service, Christian Reformed Relief Committee, 
Mennonite Central Committee. 
All too often there have been misunderstandings 
among the evangelical churches in Nicaragua. One hopes 
that CEPAD will be a foundation for better under-
standing and harmony among all the evangelical 
churches after the initial need has long come to an end. 
Evangelical Visitor 
Zion Crusaders 
Entertain Senior Adults 
The Young People of the Zion Brethren in Christ 
Church observed Christ's Crusaders Day on February 4. 
The Crusaders were in charge of the Sunday school 
opening and the Worship Service. After a choral reading 
and a song by the young people, three short messages on 
freedom were given by three of the Crusaders. At the end 
of the service the new officers were dedicated by the 
pastor. 
The members of the Senior Adult Class were guests of 
the Crusaders for the noon meal. Each family of the 
youth group brought a dish and the meat was purchased 
out of the treasury of the Crusaders. The room was 
decorated with a Valentine theme. After the meal the 
guests told the young people about some of their 
experiences in early life. 
In the evening service a panel discussion was held on 
the subject of freedom. Three youth and three adults 
participated. Also, several people in the congregation 
voiced their opinions. The offering which was received 
went into the treasury of the Christ's Crusaders. 
Five Forks Youth 
Take Charge 
On Saturday, January 28, and Sunday, January 29, the 
Five Forks Crusaders had a special weekend observance 
for Youth Week. On Saturday evening they rented a 
local Junior High Auditorium from 6:30 p.m. until 10:30 
p.m. They held a basketball and volleyball tournament 
with the boys and girls on the same team. Following the 
two tournaments there was a special "box lunch" meal. 
The lunches were numbered in pairs and then mixed up. 
Each Crusader then selected a box lunch and sat with 
their matching number for the meal. Following the meal 
they saw a 90 minute movie entitled "Beloved Enemy." 
On Sunday the Crusaders had complete charge of all 
three services. Larson Wenger, president of the Cru-
saders, acted as pastor and Sunday school superinten-
dent. Mike Myers, a local YFC leader, was the guest 
speaker for the morning worship service. The Sunday 
school classes were taught by the following Crusaders: 
Primary (grades 1 & 2), Kimberly Chamberlin; Primary 
(grades 3 & 4), Dianne Myers; Juniors, Ellen 
Stottlemyer; Youth (Junior & Senior High), Darlyss 
Esh; Adult Class (women), Jody Wenger and Kathy 
Poper; Adult Class (men), Ed Reely and Joseph Byers. 
On Sunday evening a teen group from the Crusaders 
had special music. Darryl Myers, one of the Crusaders, 
then spoke on "What God Expects of Parents" followed 
by Joel Wenger, father of two Crusaders, who spoke on 
"What God Expects of Youth." 
The Crusaders also took care of the ushering duties. 
The following Crusaders served as ushers: James Byers, 
Mark Crowe, Eugene Deter and Keith Gorman. 
Don't forget to enter! 
DEADLINE — April 30,1973 
See your Pastor or Youth Director for information or write to: 
Creative Arts Contest 
P.O. Box 127 
Nappanee, Ind. 46550 
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LEADING A QUESTIONABLE LIFE 
from page six 
It came out time and again that victims of disaster 
need more than food and clothing and shelter. Their hope 
and faith are also swept away. To this need MDS 
responded. They took time to listen. They tried to 
remember that they should not be so busy serving that 
they did not have time to love. 
The love and grace that they had experienced they 
were eager to share. Those serving in the Wilkes Barre 
effort distributed 4,000 copies of the Living Bible. 
Families in that area, who were stricken by the flood, 
were "adopted" by families of Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ congregations in eastern Pennsylvania who 
would give support on the road back to normalcy. 
A genuine Christian witness is seen as involving a 
responsible follow-up to a disaster ministry. A Voluntary 
Service couple has been placed by MCC in Buffalo Creek 
where the social and economic problems remain long 
after houses will have been restored. The establishing of 
congregations in Corning-Elmira and in Wilkes Barre is 
underway. 
The delegates were reminded that not all needs are of 
disaster proportions. They do not all make the headlines. 
The local need may be as urgent as the large and distant 
one. The ill breadwinner, the poor family, the isolated 
tragedy also need to find response within the ministry of 
MDS. 
They reported on homes rebuilt and basements cleaned 
out. They spoke about blankets and clothing distributed. 
But they talked mostly about people. We could very well 
say, to borrow a phrase, that MDS is "people helping 
people" in the name of Christ. 
I went away from the meeting impressed that in a time 
of disaster our national boundaries become almost 
meaningless, our doctrinal and traditional differences do 
not seem quite so crucial, age differences have little 
meaning as one passes buckets of mud out of a flooded 
basement. I was not only impressed but I was troubled. 
Why do not the human disaster, which is all around us, 
and the Gospel message, with which we are entrusted, 
carry the same kind of urgency which would cause us to 
see our differences in a true perspective? Why does it take 
a natural disaster to bring us together? , 
Mennonite Disaster Service is a convincing witness to 
the Christian faith. It is a grassroots movement. "The 
strength of MDS is in the pews," states the National 
Director, Nelson Hostetter. There were not many Ph.D's 
or theologians present. One could have wished they could 
have been — to observe and to understand what it means 
to love not in word only but in deed; and to see that 
neither those who went nor those to whom they 
ministered have written off the church. 
I was impressed with the awareness of those present 
that there is a real possibility of service without love. One 
of the unique qualities of Mennonite Disaster Service 
ministry has been that added dimension not present in 
MINISTRY TO THE UNSEEN 
from page eleven 
Rev. Lee appeared on a number of talk shows and 
twice on the 6:00 p.m. news on New England TV. In the 
February 1973 issue of McCalls magazine in the "Right 
Now" section on page 66 appears a short article on the 
"Dial-A-Children's Story." Children mostly in the 
Portland area are phoning. Letters come from children in 
the area; and also a new family comes to the North 
Deering Congregational Church approximately every 
other week, because of the story. It was suggested that 
Rev. Lee syndicate the stories but he hopes that instead 
other ministers in other churches will follow suit in their 
own area. 
Rev. Lee believes a story, unlike a Dial-A-Prayer or a 
sermon, illicits response. It is not something that is 
preached at a person; it comes across in an easier way 
and is much more readily accepted. It is a vehicle which 
Christian Education throughout our churches should be 
putting to better use. A story can gain and hold attention. 
Direct proclamation of a church's message of Good 
News falls often on ears of resentment or indifference. A 
story does not say "do this" or "stop that"; but the story 
courts the imagination. It invokes a happy relationship 
between the storyteller and the listener, and can help the 
listener identify himself in a living way with the Good 
News. Our Christian faith deals more with the creation 
of attitudes and relationships than with the importance of 
facts. A storyteller, telling it to an individual, even on a 
telephone can be something very personal and very 
meaningful. It can be accepted at a deep heartfelt level. 
There are lonely people in every community, particularly 
lonely children, and here is a way to reach the unseen 
children with a message of hope and concern. 
government and other broad based relief effort — the 
quality of love — "we love because He first loved us." 
Service is essential to love but dare not become a 
substitute for it. 
Syd Reimer, project director at Rapid City received a 
Christmas card from Father O'Connell, the Catholic 
parish minister in Rapid City. The card read: 
Love is the song God sang and 
Christ was born 
Love is the song we sing and 
Christ lives on 
May the song of (love), the song of 
(Christ), be the melody in 
our hearts this day, and 
all the days of your life. 
This is why they came and will continue to come. This 
is what MDS is all about. When we live questionable 
lives it becomes very natural and easy to bear witness. In 
the case of M DS one just answers the question, "Why are 




"The Passion According to St. John" by 
Bach will be performed by the Grantham 
Oratorio Society on Sunday, April 15 at 
3:00 p.m. in the Eisenhower Campus 
Center. 
Directed by Dr. Ronald R. Sider, the 
choir of more than 150 voices will feature 
several soloists. James Schwabacher will 
sing the solo part of the Evangelist, a 
leading role which he has performed across 
the country. The role of Jesus will be 
portrayed by Richard Crist, Messiah 
graduate and a performing artist. Local 
soloists, including faculty, students, and 
community people, also will be featured in 
the concert. 
This year's concert will take place on the 
Messiah College campus for the first time. 
The group previously has performed in the 
Forum in Harrisburg. 
Ronald L. Miller serves as Associate 
Director of the Oratorio. 
Cultural Series 
John Eaken, violinist and graduate of 
Messiah College, will give a concert on 
April 3 as the final Cultural Series event of 
the season. He will perform in the 
Eisenhower Campus Center at 8:00 p.m. 
14 Evangelical Visitor 
Eaken first studied violin with his father, 
then head of the Eaken School of Music in 
Chambersburg. In 1966 he began his 
professional career when he became a 
member of the Harrisburg Symphony 
Orchestra. Since then he has appeared as 
soloist with the Harrisburg, the Potomac, 
and the Long Island symphony orchestras. 
Eaken currently is pursuing graduate 
studies at Temple Univeristy. 
Platform Arts 
Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's 
Dream will be performed by Messiah 
College Platform Arts on April 5 and 7 in 
the Eisenhower Campus Center. 
Miss Susan Jonas, instructor in English 
at Messiah, will direct the cast of 22 
members. 
Choral Program 
Messiah College Choral Society will 
present their final program of the year at 
the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church 
on Sunday, April 8, at 7:00 p.m. 
The choir of 40 voices, under the direc-
tion of Ronald L. Miller, toured Penn-
sylvania and New York in March and gave 
several concerts in the Harrisburg area. 
Three settings of Psalm 23 and several 
Biblical scenes will be portrayed in music 
by the choir. They will also perform 
Renaissance motets, American folk 
hymns, and hymn arrangements with 
organ. 
Conference News PACIFIC 
ALLEGHENY 
The Hanover congregation held a 
dedication service for five children on 
Sunday morning, Feb. 18. Five persons 
were received into church membership. 
Sunday school teachers and pupils of the 
4th and 5th grades have formed a 
witnessing program by handing out Gospel 
literature at the town square. Rev. 
Kenneth Reid is the pastor. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Watson, from the 
"Christian Home Crusade" presented the 
importance of family altar and devotions 
to the Marlyn Avenue congregation. The 
pastor is Rev. Marlin R. Keller. 
The Christ Crusaders of the Saxton 
congregation hosted a rally for the Teen 
Challenge of Rehrersburg on Feb. 10 and 
II. The film, "As the Spirit Leads," was 
shown. Rev. Bedsaul Agee is the pastor. 
ATLANTIC 
The Fairland congregation held a 
fellowship luncheon in honor of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Edgar Gish, Sr., on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 25. Brother and Sister Gish 
served as deacon of Fairland for 22 years. 
They were presented with an engraved tray 
from the congregation. The pastor is Rev. 
John R. Yeatts. 
The Christ Crusaders of the Maytown 
congregation presented a program with 
"Outreach" as the theme on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 25. The main feature of the 
evening was a slide and tape presentation 
from Connie and Warren Hoffman on 
their new home and work in the Labish 
Community of Oregon. Rev. Earl E. Herr 
is the pastor. 
CANADIAN 
The W.M.S. of the Falls View congrega-
tion served an Indian dinner on Feb. 12. 
The dinner was prepared under the direc-
tion of Miss Gulabi McCarty who is a 
missionary to India under Youth for 
Christ. After the meal, Miss McCarty 
gave her personal testimony and told of the 
work in her homeland. Rev. Ross Nigh is 
the pastor. 
CENTRAL 
The Mooretown congregation will host a 
Christian Education Seminar on Saturday, 
April 14, for the Michigan churches. The 
Seminar will include workshops for 
superintendents, teachers, home, and 
youth. Rev. David H. Wenger is the 
pastor. 
MIDWEST 
The Mountain View Chapel recently 
held "A Weekend to Grow On," wjth their 
theme for 1973 being growth. The group 
spent Friday evening, Saturday afternoon, 
and Sunday working on leadership and 
growing with goals. Bishop Donald Shafer 
was present for the Bible study plan. The 
pastor is Rev. Sam Hollingsworth. 
The Labish Community congregation 
held a Sweetheart's Banquet on Feb. 14. 
The adults of the church, including several 
new couples, attended the dinner. Dr. 
Arthur Climenhaga gave a devotional 
message. Rev. Art W. Cooper is the 
pastor. 
BIRTHS 
Armstrong: Curtis Anthony, born Feb. 
16 to Mr. and Mrs. Claude Armstrong, 
Shenks congregation, Pa. 
Ashway: Scott Eugene, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Lloyd Ashway, New Guilford con-
gregation, Pa. 
Babylon: Lorette Lynn, born Jan. 17 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Babylon, Hanover 
congregation, Pa. 
Bonchack: Stephen Joseph, born Feb. 9 
to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bonchack, Jr., 
Colyer congregation, Pa. 
Breneman: Denita Rose, born Feb. 16 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Phares Breneman, Manor 
congregation, Pa. 
Engle: Kendra Marie, born Feb. 16 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Engle, Hollowell 
congregation, Pa. 
Ketner: Douglass Wendell, born Jan. 24 
to Mr. and Mrs. R. Ronald Ketner, Sax-
ton congregation, Pa. 
Rosenberger: Dana Marie, born Feb. 13 
to Mr. and Mrs. John H. Rosenberger, 
Uniontown congregation, Ohio. 
Smith: Harley William, born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Harley Smith, New Guilford con-
gregation, Pa. 
Smith: Roger Louis, Jr., born Feb. 
8 to Mr. and Mrs. Roger Smith, Valley 
Chapel congregation, Pa. 
Woodland: James Paul, born Jan. 23 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Woodland, Wainfleet 
congregation, Ont. 
WEDDINGS 
High-Sharrah: Julie Ann, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Sharrah, and Alan, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Richard High, both of 
Waynesboro, Feb. 17 in the Hollowell 
Church with Rev. P. W. McBeth 
officiating. 
Risdon-Willis: Denise Willis and 
Timothy Risdon, Feb. 17, Ontario, Calif, 
congregation. 
OBITUARIES 
Brubaker: Norman G. Brubaker, born 
May 28, 1898, died Feb. 13, 1973, in the 
Polyclinic Hospital, Harrisburg, Pa. He 
was the son of Ben and Amelia Brubaker. 
He was married to Martha Brandt who 
survives. Also surviving are a son, J. 
Robert; a daughter, Mrs. Don Smith; six 
grandchildren; three brothers; and three 
sisters. He was preceded in death by a 
daughter and three brothers. He was a life-
long member of the Grantham Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral service was 
held in the Grantham Church with Rev. 
Paul Hostetler and Dr. Robert B. Ives 
officiating. Interment was in the Grantham 
Memorial Park Cemetery. 
Heisey: Lillie M. Heisey, born Dec. 28, 
1881, died Feb. 14, 1973, in the Messiah 
Home. She was the daughter of Rev. and 
Mrs. John R. Charleston. She is survived 
by a son, John C ; two daughters: Mrs. 
Ruth Frank and Mrs. Mildred Nace; six 
grandchildren; and 12 great-grandchildren. 
She was a member of the Mechanicsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
was held in the Mechanicsburg Church 
with Rev. Rupert Turman and Rev. Simon 
Lehman officiating. Interment was in the 
Mechanicsburg Cemetery. 
Robinson: Paul L. Robinson, born Jan. 
17, 1919, died Feb. 18, 1973, in the 
Veterans Hospital, Durham, N. C. He is 
survived by his mother; four daughters; 
two brothers; two sisters; and five 
grandchildren. The funeral service was 
held in the Fogelsanger Funeral Home, 
Shippensburg, Pa., with Rev. Avery 
Musser officiating. Interment was in 
Spring Hill Cemetery, Shippensburg. 
Wolgemuth: Samuel S. Wolgemuth, 
born May 39, 1884, died Feb. 3, 1973, in 
the United Zion Home, Lititz, Pa. He was 
the son of Daniel and Maria Shelly 
Wolgemuth. He was married to Annie 
Ginder who preceded him in death in 1967. 
He is survived by a foster daughter, Ruth 
Neff; a foster granddaughter; five foster 
great-grandchildren; and one foster great-
great-grandchild. He was a member of the 
Manheim Brethren in Christ Church. The 
funeral was held in the Manheim Church 
with Rev. Isaac Kanode officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Mastersonville Cemetery. 
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Impressions 
T ^ H E Christmas earthquake of December 1972 that 
destroyed the heart of Managua, and the immediate 
days of confusion and bewilderment which followed, 
were great days for forming impressions. 
My first impression came at 12:35 in the morning, 
when the screeching of a shaking house and a moving bed 
woke me from my sleep. As you can imagine, my first 
impression was "Where's my pants!" 
But almost simultaneously came the comforting 
thought that if the walls came down, I was ready to die. 
What a reassuring impression to have! It was an 
impression that stayed in the forepart of my mind for the 
remainder of the night, as two following quakes con-
tinued to play havoc with Managua. 
A second impression that became very strong in the 
immediate days following the earthquake was the value 
of life and of just trying to stay alive. With the coming of 
daylight on the morning of the 23rd, one of our first 
concerns was finding water. Not water to wash clothes, 
nor water for bathing, but water for drinking — water for 
life. Living in the country, we were used to having the 
electricity go off; thus we were accustomed to being 
without "running" water. But before the earthquake, 
water could always be brought to the house in barrels. 
Now, for a short time, that was impossible. 
How insignificant material things seemed, that were 
important before the disaster. The Christmas tree with 
the carefully wrapped presents beneath seemed all so 
meaningless and tinseled. When we finally did get around 
to opening the gifts it was so unemotional, so mechanical. 
It seemed like only a learned reflex we were going 
through without meaning or significance, or our pretend-
ing to be joyful (or at least trying to make the season 
seem normal) so as to make the others in the house 
happy. Some days later, Walter Kelly made the observa-
tion, "You know, I don't even remember who gave me 
what," signifying the mechanicalness of our actions and 
the absence of our spirits. » 
Thirdly, I was impressed with the uncertainty of life 
and of our tomorrows. One day stood a prosperous city 
of 400,000 people, and in just a matter of minutes, the 
heart and center of Managua was destroyed. No one can 
tell how many pastors there were who had a church full of 
people for Wednesday evening prayer service, and found 
themselves Sunday morning without a congregation, as 
all the members had fled the city in fear and haste to find 
homes in other parts of the country. 
I am reminded of the verse in Proverbs: "Boast not 
thyself of tomorrow, for thou knowest not what a day 
may bring forth." And along with this verse comes the 
comforting words of a hymn that says, "I do not know 
what lies ahead, but I do know who holds my hand." 
My immediate impression upon seeing the damage and 
destruction in Managua was a feeling of depression, help-
lessness and a lack of self-confidence. Thoughts like: 
Things can never be the same again, and Oh, my God, is 
it really true — raced through my mind. My depression 
came through with thoughts like: I've seen enough, I 
don't want to see any more destroyed buildings. How can 
everyone else keep wanting to take more pictures? 
I was frightened with my own lack of self-confidence. 
What new responsibilities would I be called on to 
perform? What are my priorities now? Where should I 
get involved? Can I meet the challenge? Why do I have 
these thoughts of wishing I were back home in the States? 
These were indeed trying days for all that experienced 
them. But as the initial shock was over, other, impressions 
came — good impressions that were reassuring. I was 
surprised when I discovered capabilities and a measure of 
endurance that I did not know before I had. I was 
impressed how God led and directed day by day, and not 
month by month. (Right after the earthquake I was 
obsessed with the concern of what I would have to be 
doing one or two months in the future). The big challenge 
still hasn't come that I haven't been able to face with the 
help of God. 
Ultimately, I have been impressed with the hope I see 
demonstrated in the Nicaraguan people. I have heard 
little complaining since the earthquake, only a 
thankfulness to be alive. This perhaps is due in part to the 
Nicaraguan way of life and mode of thinking that was 
present even before the devastating quake. The poor of 
Nicaragua were already used to having a hand-to-mouth 
subsistence. And it was already a Latin cultural 
characteristic to be day-by-day oriented, rather than 
tomorrow- or futurtically-oriented as their neighbors to 
the North. Also, with the mental attitude of "Si Dios 
Quiere" ("If God so wishes"), it is not too hard to accept 
new circumstances, whatever they be, and try to make 
the best of them. 
The Nicaraguan national slogan for this new year I 
feel to be very appropriate — not only out of need, but 
also out of what is already present in this great country. 
"1973 Ano de la Esperansa y de la Reconstruction" — 
"1973 Year of Hope and Reconstruction!" 
—Charles Musser 
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